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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the allowability of the claims in 
the instant application. 

Amendments 

Applicant has cancelled all prior claims and replaced them with new claims 26 
through 46. The new claim set consists of twenty claims, three of which are independent 
claims. Applicant believes that no additional fees are required for any of the new claims. 
However, should a fee be due, Applicant respectfully requests being given an opportunity 
to pay any fee that may be due without any adverse effect to the claims of the instant 
application. 

Applicant believes that none of the amendments made to the instant application 
contains new matter. More specifically, the amendments to the specification correct 
some formal errors and merely state explicitly what is shown in FIG. 1, i.e., that the filler 
material may be in the form of a single block in a gabion compartment. The new claims 
find support in the specification fi-om page 3, line 40 through page 5, line 103, and in the 
drawings. 

Rejections 

In the Office Action, the examiner rejected all of the claims then-pending as being 
either (1) anticipated by Papeti (USPN 4,726,708) or Woodfin (USPN 6,381,792 Bl), or 
(2) unpatentably obvious over Papeti in view of Cobum (USPN 4,643,271). Applicant 
believes that the cancellation of the then-pending claims makes the rejections moot. 
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New Claims in View of the Art of Record 

Applicant believes that the new claims are patentable over the art of record in the 
prosecution file of the instant application. Applicant would like to take this opportunity 
to point out some of the distinctions between the new claims and the art the examiner 
applied in the Office Action. 

(a) Papetti : Independent claim 26 claims a portable roadway having sufficient 
strength to support construction vehicle traffic. That portable roadway comprises a 
supporting layer comprising wire mesh gabions having a plurality of compartments, each 
of which is substantially fiiU of a filler material having a density less than that of water. 
The portable roadway also comprises a traffic layer which comprises a plurality of panels 
which are removeably placeable upon the top surface of the support layer that is formed 
by the plurality of gabions. Independent claim 36 claims a portable platform having 
substantially the same characteristics. Independent claim 19 claims a method for making 
a portable roadway and/or platform having substantially the same characteristics. 

Applicant respectfiiUy submits that Papetti does not teach either a portable 
roadway or a portable platform of any kind, let alone one having the characteristics of 
Applicant's claims. The only reference of any kind in Papetti to the subject of roads is in 
Papetti's Field of the Invention section at colunm 1, lines 8-14 wherein it is stated that 
the invention disclosed therein relates to "mattress-type gabions for use as a covering or 
other protective structures for preventing soil erosion . . . and for consolidating soil 
against landslides in the building of river embankments, . . road construction and 
similar works." (Emphasis added). Furthermore, the only filler material disclosed by 
Papetti is "ballast," e.g., at col. 2, line 10), which is inherently of sufficient density to 
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permit the gabions to perform their functions of preventing soil erosion and consolidating 
soil. All of the ordinary meanings of "ballast" connote high density material. See^ e.g., 
Exhibit 1 hereto: Random House Webster's College Dictionary, p. 106, def 1 (Random 
House, New York, 1996) ("a heavy material carried on a vessel to control draft and 
stability or a balloon to control altitude); id,, def. 2 ("gravel of broken stone placed under 
the ties of a railroad"). Applicant has reviewed Papetti and can find no indication that it 
has given the term "ballast" any meaning that is inconsistent with a connotation of a high 
density material. Accordingly, Papetti is devoid of any teachings of filling gabions with a 
filler material which has a density less than that of water. 

Moreover, Papetti has no teachings about a traffic layer of any sort, let alone one 
which comprises a plurality of panels which are removeably placeable upon the top 
surface of a support layer that is formed by a plurality of gabions 

Thus, Applicant respectfully submits that Papetti does not anticipate nor fairly 
render obvious any of Applicant's new claims. 

(b) Woodfin : Woodfin teaches the making of a floating modular bridge by 
inflating fabric envelopes with an injectable expandable foam. See, e.g., Woodfin at 
column 2, lines 29-64; id. at column 4, lines 23-33. The surface upon which traffic 
travels is the fabric of the envelope. Id. at column 3, lines 46-53. Woodfin has no 
teachings about the use of either wire mesh gabions or of a traffic layer that comprises a 
plurality of panels which are placeable upon the top surface of a support layer that is 
formed by a plurality of gabions. Thus, Applicant respectfully submits that Woodfin 
neither anticipates nor fairly renders obvious any of Applicant's new claims. 
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(c) Cobum : Cobum teaches the making of sound barriers along vehicle pathways 
by filling wire mesh gabions with a combination of a sound absorbing material and a 
ballast material. Cobum at abstract. The ballast is preferably crushed stone. Id, at 
column 1, lines 59-64. Although the sound absorbing material may be shredded 
polystryrene foam or shredded vehicle tires, Cobum does not teach using them alone but 
rather that they may be used in combination with stone that forms the core and base of 
the gabions to provide stability. Id, at column 2, lines 27-68. Cobum states that the 
gabions are "preferably very heavy to withstand vehicle impacts, to assure their stability, 
and to reduce the likelihood of vandalism or theft. . . Id. at column 2, lines 63-68 
(emphasis added). Cobum has no teachings of gabion compartments being substantially 
full of a filler material that has a density less than that of water. Furthermore, Cobum has 
no teachings about using gabions to make either a portable roadway or a portable 
platform. Nor does Cobum have any teachings about a traffic layer which comprises a 
plurality of panels which are removeably placeable upon the top surface of a support 
layer that is formed by a plurality of gabions. 

Thus, Applicant respectfully submits that Cobum neither anticipates nor fairly 
renders obvious any of Applicant's new claims. 

Miscellaneous 

Applicant's prior attorney made a statement on Applicant's behalf in the Remarks 
of the paper filed on November 23, 2005, purportedly identifying the "true nature" of 
Applicant's invention. Upon reconsideration, Applicant believes that statement to be 
unduly narrow. Accordingly, Applicant hereby withdraws that statement. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that the new set of claims are neither anticipated 
by nor fairly rendered obvious by any of the prior art of record, either when considered 
alone or when taken in combination. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
new claims are patentable and requests allowance of same. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Thomas Lizzi, Esq. 
Reg. No. 35,252 

Tucker Arensberg, P.C. 
1500 One PPG Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
Phone: (412) 594-3915 
Cell: (412) 585-6956 
Fax: (412)594-5619 
Email: tlizzi@tuckerlaw.com 

Attorneys for Applicant 
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bair-and-sock^et Joinr. n. l. Also called onarthrosi*. an anatomK^I 
loint in which the rounded end of one bone fits into 3 cuplike end of me 
Sher W^as the hip or shoulder. 2, Also called ball j^nt. a s.m.lar 
mechanical joint used to connect rods, pipes, etc. [1660-70] 

BaMa-rat (bal's rar. taKa ratO, n. a city in 5 Victona, m SC Australia. 

ba^o'last (bal'ost), n., v., -lart^, -last-ing. 1. a heavy material carried 
on a ves«l to control draft and stability or a balloon to control aiutude^ 
2. gravel or broken stone placed under the ties of a railroad. 3. a device 
Sat maintains the current in an electric circuit at a ^onsgnt value and 
may also provide the starting voltage, as in a nuorcsccnt lamp, —^jji' 
to fumish'with ballast [1520-30; < MLO- Pe^^- ^ ^ 
Dan and Sw barlast = fear bare' + fas/ load] — . 

ball' bearding, n. 1. a bearing consisting of a number or naro mus 
running in grooves in the surfaces of two concentric 
is mounted on a rotating or oscillating shaft. 2. any of the balls so used. 

bal|/car/ri-er or balK-car^rier, n. Football, the offensive player hav- 
ing the ball and attempting to gain ground. [1950-55] , ^« «f 

balK club', n. a permanent team of professional or amateur players of 
a ball game. esp. baseball. [1823-55] 

ball^ cock', n. a device for regulating water in a tank cor^isUng oi a 

^Ive^nitcd to a floating ball that by its rise or fall shuts or opens 

b^H^ri^ni'Itarr'i'ns). n., pi. -nas. a female ballet <J^"^^. f'^^?; 
95- < It fem. of baflerino professional dancer, prob. = ballerM^ancc 
ibiiKare) to dance (< LL; see bali.^) + -eria < or; see -ery) + -mo 

bal-let (ba la', foal's), n. 1. a form of theatrical dance characterized by 
graceftil^tanced movements with fully ertendedlimbs. •"•t-^^^ J^PTJ. 
Restricted set of body positions. 2. a theatrical wori. 
dancing, music, and scenery to tell a Story or <f 7*^/ "^^f 
phere 3. a company of ballet dancers. ^ JP^^^.^'^^^l^J^^J^ll' 
< F. MF < It balletto = ball(o) ball* -H -etto -er] -baWet-ic (ba letlk, 
ba-) adj bal*let^t*cal*ly, adv. 

bal-let-o^mane (ba lei'a man/, ba-). n. a ballet enthusiast [1925-50; 
back formation from balletomania] — bal-lot'o-ma'ni.a, n. ■ 

ballet' slip/per, n. a heclless cloUi or leaUier slipper wom by a ballet 

baSl"f?ow*er (bdl'nou^ar). n. an architectural ornament suggesting a 
nowcr enclosing and partly concealing a ball. [1855-45] 

ball' eamo', n. 1. any game played with a ball, esp. baseball or soft- 
bait ITa situation and all its attendant circumstances. (1840-50. ^mer.] 

bal*lis*ta (be ns^a), n., pi. -tae (-tc). an ancient military cng"W 
drawing sio^ or Sther missiles. [1590-1600; < L. prob. < Qk *bal- 
tistes = balKein) to throw + -istes hst] « ^ 

baMis*tic (ba lis'Uk), adj. 1. of or pertaining to ballistics. 2. hfjng 
motion determined or describable the tews of ^enor ba lis^ 

ldi0$n. 3- so baUistic to become overwrought or irrational. [1765- 

75- BAUJST(A) + -ic] — baWisti-caMy, adv. 

ballis/tic mis/sile. n. a missile that tiavcte to Its target unpowcred 
and unguided after being launched. [1950-55] , , ^ 

bal-lis-tics (ba lis^tiks). n. {usu. used with a sing, ^ ^^T^iJ 
study of the motion of projectiles, as bullets, shells. <>^.'»?"'^- ?f 
or science of designing projectiles for maximum flight pcrfonnnance. 
[1745-55] — bal-liS'tHCian (t>al'a sUsh^an), n. 

bal*lis-to^ar-di*o-gram (ba tis^to kar'de a gramO. n. the graphic re- 
cord produced by a ballistocardiograph. [1955-40] 

bal-lis-toK:ar-di-o-sraph (ba lis/to kar'dc a graf/. -grafO, "-f^^^r^ 
that determines cardiac output by recording Uic "^^J^J^l^^.^^^^?^ 
in response to heart contraction. [1955-40] -bal.|i»'to^r/diK»g'ra- 
phy (-og'ra fe), n. 

ball/ joint', n. ball-and-socret joint (dcf. 2). 

bal*lon (ba ISmO, n. the physical lightness and strengUi Uiat increases a 
dancer's elevation. [1820-30: < r: lit., balloon) 

baMo*net (baKa naO. n. an air or gasbag compartment matalloon or 
airship used to control buoyancy and maintain shape. [1900-05. < H 

bal-loon (ba loonO. n., v.. -looned. -loon-ing, ad/ --n. 1. 3" '""jtabte 
rubber bag used as a toy or for decoration. 2. a fabnc bag filled with 
heated air or a gas lifter than air, designed to nse and float, often with 
a gondola suspended under it for passengers or instruments. 3^in car- 
toons) an outline enclosing words represented as issuing frorn the 
^uth of a speaker, -v./. 4. to ride in a balkxy. 5. ^ p«ff out hte a 
balloon. 6. to increase at a rapid rate. — v.t. 7. to inflate or distend 
(something) like a balloon, -adj. 8. puffed out like a ^^^rj^";^" 
sleeves. 9. (esp. of a loan or mortgage) having a Paym^"* f"**^^^ 
the term that is much bigger than the previous ones. n570-TO. (< nr 
ballon) < Upper U ballone = ball(a} { < Langobardic; see ball ) + -one 
aug. suffix] -baMoon/liko'. atfy. 

bal*loon*i5t (ba loo'nist). n. one who ascends in a balloon. [i775-«sj 

balloon' tire/, n. a broad Urc filled with air at low pressure, used esp. 
in bicycles and early automobiles to cushion the shock of uneven sur- 

l^\So^^^^\. a tropical climbing plant Ca'cjospermam rta/^ 
bum. of the soapberry family, bearing large bladderiike pods. [1850^] 

baMot (bal'at), n., v.. -lot^. -lot-inft. —n. 1. a sheet of paper or the 
lite iSlich a voter mari« his or her vote. 2. ttie method of secret vo - 
ing by printed or written ballot or by voting machine. 3. a round of vot- 
ina- defeated on the third ballot. 4. the list of candidates to be voted on. 
5. the right to vote. 6. the whole number of vot^ cast^or recorded 7. a 
system the practice of drawing lots: cft<»en 6y to/ ^ 8 a j^tte ba^l 
used in yotinq —v.i. 9. to vote by ballot. 10. to draw lots: to ballotjor 
ptecei -kMI. to cam^ss or solicit for votes. X2. to vote on or srfect 
by ballot. [1540-50; (< MF bailotte) < it ballotta (prob. < Venetian) = 
teWa; ball' + -oto dim. sulTix] —bal1ot-or, n. 

bal'lot box', n. 1. a receptacle for voters' ballots- 2- a system or in- 
stance of voting by ballot. [1670-80]" . . \. • « «r 

bal-lotte-ment (ba lot'mant), n. a medical <liagno?t[C 
palpating an organ or floating mass by pushing it forcefully J"^ feeling it 
rebound [1850^0; < F: a tossing ==^teWo«eg lojoss^ shake (der. of 
bailotte. OF balote little ball < It; see 
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ballpark (bol'pdri^O- n. X. a tract of land or a stadium \ 
games, esp. baseball, are played. — a<^/. 2. being an appr 
based on an educated guess: a ballparh figure on expenses. 
3 in the ballpark, a. within reasonable limits, b. close to tne^ 
expected amount. [1895-1900. y^mer] 
bail'-peen ham'mer (bol'pen/), n. a hammer with a 
pccn (ball' poonO for beating metal. See illus- at hammer. 
ballpoint (bol'polnt/). n. a pen in which the point is a fine t 
Oiat rotates against a supply of semisolid ink in a carUidge. fl 
ball'point pon'. [1945-50] ^ 
ballTOOm (bol'room/. -r66mO. n. a large room for <Janang. Hfl 
ball'room dance', n. any of a variety of dances performed m 
as the waltz and tango. [1890-95] —ball'room danc'ing.n^- 
bali8*y (bol'ze). adj., ballSM-er. batlSM-est. Slang {often vul^ 
aggressive or courageous. [1955-60] — ba lls'i-negs, n. 

balK valve', n. a plumbing vaWc that — 

regutetes the flow of a fluid by means of 
a ball that moves into or out of the valve 
opening. [1830-40] 
bal-lyhoo (/?., v. bal'c hoo/; v. a/so baK- 
e hooO. n., pi. -hoos; v., -booed, -boo- 
ing. — 1. a clamorous and vigorous at- 
tempt to win customers or advance a 
cause; blatant advertising or puWicily. 2. ball wJna 

clamor or outciy. —v./., v.i. 3. to pro- (checks motion c« 
mote with ballyhoo. [1900-05. Amer.: of direction shown l^M 
uncert. orig.] \ . .' '^35 

balm (bam), n. 1. any of various fragrant gum ^'"^ used 
or medicine, esp- from tropical trees of Uie gf""^„^2T,Z^ 
bursera family. 2. a plant or Uec yielding such f substancc.l» 
matic or fragint ointment used for healing, soothing, orrn^ 
4 aromatic fragrance; sweet odor. 5. any of vanous arom^« 
The Sfamily^ esp. those of the genus ^^j^.^^ 
leaves. 6. an)ihing that heals. sooUics, or "'»3'gf ^es pain. <^ 
friendship. [1 17&-I225; ME basme. ba(u)me < AF, OF < 
balsam] — balmfike^ a<i^. ^ . _Jm 

bal-ma-caan (baKma kan^ -kanO, n. a 'o^^^-f^l^"^' 
single-breasted overcoat, often of tweed and with raglan slcev^ 
20; after Balmacaan near Inverness, ScoUand] 
balm'-of-GII'ead. n. 1. any of several plants of the ga^ 
phora. of the bursera family, esp. C. f P^^'^'^.T'"?' 5"^J^^ 
Chich yield a fragrant oleor^in. 2. the ^^1" ^^j"^^^;^ 
used chiefly In perftjmeiy. 3. a hybnd north Amencan popM 
aSeadensis. cultivated as a shade tree. [ 1 695- 1 705] im 
balfnor*al (bal mor'al, -mor'al). n. 1. a woman's short igl 
with laces, wom in Uie I9th «ntury. 2 (often ^pO a 
Scottish cap resembling the tam-o'-shanter. [1855-60, atej 
CasUc in Scotland] ^ . - ^ , ,h J^H 

balm«y (ba'me), adj., balnw-er, balnvi^st. 1. mild ^.m 
to^. LotSng: te/^K weather. 2, InfynnaL crazy; foofefel 
f 1490- 1 500] — balm'i'ly, arfi'. — balm''fness, n. 
bal-ne^lH>-sy (bal'ne oKo jc), /». *e study <rf the thcrapg^ 
teths^d bSing. [1880-85] ^-^al'noKHlog'io (-toj'ik).b^ 
cal, adj. — bal'no^l'o-gist n. ' 
Ba>loK:hi (ba lo'che). n., pi -chis. Baluchi. 
ba-lo-ney or bo-lo-ney (ba lo'ne). n. 1; -S^^"?- f<»J^.^^ 
2. BOLOGNA, —interj. 3- Slang, nonsense. [1915-20. 'VTTcr.Jjfi 
bal*sa (bol'sa. baV-h n.. pi -sas, 1. a tropical Amencan b?^^ 
Dvramidale (lagopus). of tiie bombax family, yielding a Jigjljl 
^iX tly 7rp^nes. etc 2- a life raft. [1770-80; < Sp: 
bal-sam (bol'sam), n. 1. any of various fragrant resinsjg| 
certain trees, esp. ti^ of the genus Commiphora, as balf^ 
C^pare balm (def. 1). 2. oleoresin (def. 
yielding a balsam, esp. ttie balsam fir. 4. any of several^* 
to the genus impatiens, as I. balsamma, a common 
any aroTnatic ointment for ceremonial or tj^ediona^ use & m 
fbcf. 1000: ME balsamum. OE balzaman < L balsamum <™ 
< Scmltk: (cf. Hcb basbam)] — bal-sa-ma-ceous (boKsar^ 
-bal-saniHC (bol sam'ik), adj. -bal'sam-y, adj. 
bal'sam f am/ily. n. a femily. Balsaminaccac. of "onwoodyj^ 
succulent stems and irregular solitary or clustered Aowcre^^ 
balsam, impatiens, and jewch*«cd. ^.i^m^M 
bal'sam fir', n. 1. a nortii Amencan fir. Abi& t^lsam^ m 
purplish cones and yielding Canada balsam. 2. the 
[1795-1805, /4mer.] , . ^ 

balsam'ic vin'egEar, n. a sweetish, aromatic vin^ t. ^ 
must of white grapes and aged •"J*'^^. »?3n^«f- Jtrans^J 
samico; so called from its supposed medicinal effects »i«nolW 
bal-8am-if*er*ous (bol'sa mif'ar as), adj yielding balsaia:M 
bal'sam pop'lar, n. a north American poplar. ^<opu/ie(gg 
having sticky resinous buds and shiny ovate leaves; tacamalBC^ 
Bait (bolt), n. 1. a native or inhabitant of Estonia. Utva ora 
2. a speaker of a Baltic language. >fl 

Bal^aslar (bol thaz'ar. bal-. bol'tiia zar^ bal'-), :lM 
mreVnagi. Z. a wine bottie holding 15 quarts (12.5 ^^^^^M 
Baltic (bol'tik), adj. 1. of or pertaining to_the Baltic ^So^ 
around it. csp- the Baltic States. 2. of or pcrte'ning ^ j« 
ily Baltic and its speakers, —n. 3. a family of languages, a M 
Indo-European family, that includes Lithuanian. Latvian. anfl« 

Bal'tic Sea', n. a sea in n Europe, bounded by Deru^ 
Finland, Estonia. Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Ocmiaiv^|" 
sq. mi. (414.000 sq. km). . ' M 

Bal'tic States', n.pi Estonia, Latvia. Uthuania, and »^ 
fand "^^3 
Bal-ti*more (bol'ta mor/, -mor/), n. I. Lo*:**' C**"^^*"' ?M 
seaport In n Maryland, on an estuaiy near the ChcsapeateM 
Baltimore o'riole, n. a north American oriole, /ctensgi 
• ,pecies of the northern onole, ihesp** 



